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The Chinese Dream, the American Dream and the World Dream: 
Interview with Researcher Deng Chundong 


Deng Chundong* and Chen Zhigang” 


a and b Academy of Marxism, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China 


Editor’s Notes: In November 2011, Chinese President Xi Jinping, and the President of the United 
States, Barack Obama, almost at the same time put forward the Chinese Dream and the American 
Dream, after which Xi proposed the World Dream, arousing widespread interest and discussion. 
This interview will discuss and analyze this 


Chen Zhigang (abbr. CZ): Researcher Deng Chundong, as an expert on socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, what do you think of the Chinese Dream? What does it mean? And what can we 
learn from the process of its achievement? 

Deng Chundong (abbr. DC): The Chinese Dream proposed by General Secretary Xi Jinping of 
the Communist Party of China Central Committee (CPCCC) is the general conclusion of the 
modern history of the Chinese people’s long struggle for their dreams, reflecting a strategic 
vision of carrying forward the cause and forging ahead into the future, and showing great fore- 
sight and firm self-confidence in socialism with Chinese characteristics and the assumption of 
responsibility for the state, the nation and the people led by the Communist Party of China (CPC). 

In the Opium War of 1840, the Western powers, taking advantage of the superiority of the 
strong military forces of industrial civilization, marched into China, blew open its doors, and 
destroyed the late Qing Dynasty’s “Middle Kingdom” dream, plunging China into a semi-colonial 
and semi-feudal society. Since then, the Chinese have suffered greatly, but they have never given 
up the desire and pursuit of their beautiful dream. In order to save China and avert foreign aggres- 
sion, people with lofty ideals were eager for the revival of our nation, and put forward all kinds of 
schemes for its salvation. They produced a variety of “Chinese dreams,” such as the “Westerniza- 
tion dream,” “Reform dream,” “Constitutionalism dream” and “Republicanism dream.” But all 
the dreams of the landlords and the bourgeoisie finally were only dreams and didn’t achieve 
national rejuvenation. 

The first man who clearly put forward the slogan of “national rejuvenation” was Sun Yat-sen 
(Sun Zhongshan). In November 1894, Sun Yat-sen initiated and established the first anti-Qing 
revolutionary group, the China Revival Society (Hsing Chung Hui, or, Xingzhonghui), among 
the overseas Chinese of Honolulu. He made clear in its constitution that “the aim of the 
society is to revitalize China and maintain the national polity” (see Sun 1981, 19). Inspired by 
the moving slogan of “revitalize China,” Sun Yat-sen launched the revolution of 1911, overthrew 
the monarchy and opened the door to China’s progress, although his “Republicanism dream” ulti- 
mately failed. 


*Corresponding author. Email: chenzg@cass.org.cn 


© 2015 Chinese Academy of Social Sciences 


Downloaded by [Universite Laval] at 18:49 18 October 2015 


266 Deng C. and Chen Z. 


Under the leadership of the CPC with Marxism as its guiding doctrine, the achievement of the 
Chinese Dream stepped on to the “right way for mankind.” As one of the founders of the CPC, Li 
Dazhao (1917) put forward clearly the notion of “Chinese national resurrection” which is not 
hugely different from the “Chinese nation’s bright prospect on the road to revival” that we are 
speaking of today. The CPC, represented by Mao Zedong, made creative use of Marxism, 
achieved the first leap in the sinicization of Marxism, found a revolutionary road with Chinese 
characteristics, won the great victory of the Chinese revolution and solved the great historical 
task of the independence of the Chinese nation. After the “three major transformations,” the foun- 
dation of the socialist system was laid in China, and a new stage opened in the journey of the 
Chinese nation’s bright prospect on the road to revival. 

Under the leadership of Mao Zedong, the socialist construction of China still made great 
achievements in spite of all kinds of difficulties and setbacks. China changed from an agricultural 
country to an industrial country, resisted the threat of hegemonism, and protected national inde- 
pendence, laying a solid foundation for reform and opening up and national revival. American 
scholar Maurice Meisner (1990) highly praised the achievements of Mao Zedong era on the 
basis of full and accurate data, noting that the Mao Zedong era is China’s modern industrial revo- 
lution era, which laid the foundations for China’s modern industry (540), and compared with the 
early industrialization process of Germany, Japan and the Soviet Union, the pace of China’s econ- 
omic construction was faster (543). 

Following reform and opening up, the CPC with Deng Xiaoping as its main representative 
further combined the universal principles of Marxism with the new realities and characteristics 
of the times on the basis of a summary of domestic and international positive and negative experi- 
ence, considered a series of basic questions on how to build, consolidate and develop socialism in 
an economically and culturally backward China, realized the second leap of Marxism in China, 
successfully opened up the road of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and put the achieve- 
ment of the Chinese Dream on the right track. Thereafter, CPC Central Committees with Jiang 
Zemin and Hu Jintao as their General Secretaries further answered “What is Marxism and how 
is it to be developed?,” “What is socialism and how is it to be developed?,” “What kind of 
party is to be built and how is it to be constructed?,” “What is development and how are we to 
develop?” and other major theoretical and practical problems, enriched and developed the theor- 
etical system of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and led China to remarkable achieve- 
ments. China successfully escaped from the shadow of the global economic crisis, and its 
economic aggregate ranks second in the world. Compared to the Western economic crisis and 
the lasting downturn resulting from neoliberalism, the “Chinese Experience,” “China Road,” 
“China’s Rise” and “Chinese Dream” attracted much attention worldwide. 

Reviewing history, we can clearly see that to realize the Chinese nation’s bright prospect on 
the road to revival has been a theme throughout Chinese history since the Opium Wars and has 
been the goal pursued by numerous lofty souls. After the last 170 years’ misery of broken dreams 
and the ceaseless and obdurate pursuit of a dream, the long-time poor and weak China has gone 
forever, and a new and powerful China is resolutely standing in the east of the world, and the 
dream of national revival will be achieved. 

It is in this context that the newly elected general secretary of the CPC Central Committee, Xi 
Jinping, made a formal response on behalf of the Central Committee regarding the Chinese Dream 
so warmly discussed by the people, when he visited the exhibition “The Road to Revival” on 
November 29, 2012. He said, 


Now everyone is discussing the “Chinese Dream.” I think the Chinese nation’s bright prospect on the 
road to revival is the greatest dream of the Chinese nation since modern times. This dream agglom- 
erates the wishes of several generations of Chinese, reflects the overall interests of the Chinese nation 
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and Chinese people, and is the common expectation of all Chinese people. (see CPCCC Party Litera- 
ture Research Office 2014, 84) 


The proposing of the China dream takes forward the Chinese people’s relentless pursuit of more 
than 170 years, fits the trend of China’s development today, publicly announces the party and the 
country’s magnificent picture of the future, complies with the enthusiasm for a better life of the 
whole people, reflects the common aspiration of all Chinese people, and also shows China’s good 
intentions of making a greater contribution to human civilization. 

In his speech at the University of International Relations in Moscow in March 23, 2013, Xi 
Jinping further clarified the basic connotations of the “Chinese Dream” as “national prosperity 
and rejuvenation, the people’s happiness” (see CPCCC Party Literature Research Office 2014, 
261). The dream is historical, realistic, and future-oriented. The “Chinese Dream” reflects the 
unremitting efforts of people with high ideals and the common aspiration of all the Chinese 
people, showing the beautiful prospect of national prosperity, national rejuvenation, and the 
people’s happiness. 

Looking back on this history, it is necessary to emphasize that it is the light of Marxism that 
shows the direction for achieving the “Chinese Dream.” Mao Zedong Thought, as the first leap in 
the sinicization of Marxism, showed the direction for the Chinese nation’s independence and for 
laying the foundations of the socialist system. Socialism with Chinese characteristics, as the 
second leap in the sinicization of Marxism, shows the direction for the Chinese nation’s prosper- 
ity, democracy, civilization, and harmony. Thus, to realize the Chinese Dream, we must persist in 
self-confidence in our theories, our road and our institutions. Practice has proved that the road of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics is the only way to realize socialist modernization and create 
a better life for the people. In order to achieve the Chinese nation’s bright prospect on the road to 
revival, we can neither take the old, closed and rigid road or the wrong road of changing our direc- 
tion, but must unswervingly follow the road of socialism with Chinese characteristics. 


CZ: Now, we are closer, more confident and more capable of achieving the Chinese nations 
bright prospect on the road to revival than at any time in our history. But the realization of 
any dream is not easy, and a great dream needs more arduous effort. What do you think are 
the contradictions and challenges we are currently facing to achieve the Chinese Dream? 

DC: The Chinese Dream is not just a dream of economic power, but a colorful united dream of a 
strong China, a democratic China, a civilized China, a harmonious China, a beautiful China. To 
achieve the Chinese Dream, we must maintain all-round development of the economy, politics, 
culture, society, and ecological civilization, which requires that China expend a long period of 
hard work. Progress will be full of difficulties, hardships and challenges. 

First, we must continue to maintain sustained and healthy economic development. At present, 
China is still in a golden age of development, but it also faces a period of highlighted contradic- 
tions. In achieving the Chinese Dream with regard to the development of sustainable economic 
and social development, China is faced with many contradictions and challenges. Since reform 
and opening up, the Chinese economy has kept up high-speed growth of close to 10%, and 
from 1979—2012, China had average annual GDP growth of 9.8% for as long as 30 plus 
years. This rapid growth is undoubtedly unsustainable. In fact, in the two years of 2012 and 
2013, the GDP growth rate was 7.7%, or below 8%. In 2014, it fell to 7.4%.' The 18th National 
Congress of the CPC proposed the goal of doubling GDP by 2020. This is the economic indicator 


' The data from the website of National Bureau of Statistics of China: http://data.stats.gov.cn/workspace/ 
index;jsessionid=0F96563BC1E1243C770F9AC836D43F74?m=hend. 
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for building a moderately prosperous society in all respects, which requires that the next few 
years’ GDP growth rate be maintained around 7%. Building a moderately prosperous society 
in all respects is the basis and preparation for the Chinese Dream. Therefore, this demands that 
our country’s economic growth be maintained at a reasonable speed and that we prevent inertial 
economic decline. However, there are actual problems in our economy, such as weakened 
demand, irrational economic structure, weak independent innovation abilities, prominent social 
contradictions, and the fact that the continuing downturn in the global economy has made it dif- 
ficult to continue China’s long-term export-oriented development. In addition, currently, with the 
appearance of the demographic dividend inflection point, the quantity of labor is falling and labor- 
intensive industries are facing structural transformation. At present, changes in international and 
domestic conditions have situated China’s economic development in a new historical stage, that 
is, the new stage of “three overlapping periods” of the slowdown in economic growth, the difficult 
structural adjustments, and the negative effects of the previous stimulus policies. This is the new 
normal for the economic development of China. In the new normal, it is difficult to continue with 
old model. Maintaining the relatively rapid growth rate of 7%, realizing the transformation of 
industrial structure, and achieving the shift from factor- and investment-driven economic devel- 
opment to innovation-driven economic development while promoting sustained and healthy 
economic development with a new development approach is a weighty challenge. 

Second, we must develop democracy steadily in an orderly way. Since reform and opening up, 
the construction of democracy in China has made great achievements. But alongside the develop- 
ment of democratic consciousness, awareness of rights and enthusiasm for political participation, 
we must continue to promote the process of building socialist democracy. To comprehensively 
implement the rule of law under the premise of upholding the leadership of the CPC, and to 
explore a democratic political road suitable for China’s national conditions and Chinese culture 
and in line with the fundamental interests of the majority of the people is a very big challenge. 

Third, we must improve China’s cultural soft power. Culture is the soul of a nation, and cul- 
tural soft power is an important part of national power. Achieving the Chinese nation’s bright pro- 
spect on the road to revival should naturally include the rejuvenation of Chinese culture. 
However, cultural renaissance is not cultural restoration, but the realization of the creative trans- 
formation and enhancement of China’s international influence on the basis of the developmental 
requirements of the times and the direction of development of socialist culture. Only by reviving 
its excellent cultural heritage as the original driving force of cultural innovation and by commu- 
nicating it across borders, so that 1t becomes recognized as the basic values or mainstream culture 
of the international community, can the society that originated this culture obtain massive soft 
power. China is a big country in terms of cultural resources, but a small country in terms of cul- 
tural soft power; this is not commensurate with the status of the country’s economic power. We 
still need to make a great effort to make the voice of China heard, so as to be understood and 
recognized by the world. 

Fourth, we must maintain a harmonious and stable society. Social harmony and stability is the 
essential attribute of socialism with Chinese characteristics. Harmony and stability are an impor- 
tant guarantee for social development and also the premise for realizing the Chinese Dream. 
However, it cannot be gainsaid that since reform and opening up, the gap between rich and 
poor, between regions, and between industries has been expanding for a long time. Currently, 
China is in a crucial period of reform, but also in a period of highlighted contradictions. At 
this stage, there is a high incidence of social contradictions, which are often acute, and even 
occur as group incidents. How to realize social stability and promote social harmony will be a 
big problem for a long time in the future. 

Fifth, we must solve the resource and energy dilemma and our severe environmental pro- 
blems. Economic growth that relies on the economic advantage of local resources is a 
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common feature for most countries across the world in the take-off stage. But labor, land, energy 
and mineral resources in any country are not unlimited, and inevitably become constrained at a 
certain stage. Although China has vast territory and abundant resources, it also has a large popu- 
lation, so per capita resources are lower than the world average. The biggest resource shortage in 
China is drinking water. Seen from the perspective of international comparisons, the per capita 
quantity of China’s various physical and natural resources, except for coal, is basically in short 
supply. In the past 30 years, China’s economic growth mode has basically been of the extensive 
type. Economic growth has been premised on high resource consumption at the cost of environ- 
mental pollution, and the construction of ecological civilization was basically ignored for a long 
time in reform and opening up. Over the years, our economic development path has been one of 
high investment, high consumption, high pollution and low output. The output rate of our coun- 
try’s resources 1s much lower than the advanced world level. China faces the challenges of 
immense pressures from energy demand, energy supply constraints, serious damage to the 
environment from energy production and consumption, and the overall backwardness of 
energy technologies. In addition, environmental problems not only directly restrict the develop- 
ment of China’s economy, entailing a huge cost in terms of governance and even possibly offset- 
ting our economic achievements, they also directly endanger our health, bringing about serious 
problems of social stability. To achieve the Chinese Dream and create a beautiful and a green 
China, we must solve our severe environmental problems. 

Sixth, we must earnestly solve the problem of passive corruption. After the 18th National 
Congress of the CPC, the new Central Committee gave anti-corruption a higher priority, earnestly 
implementing the “Eight Rules”? and opposing the “Four Winds,” and adopting a high-pressure 
attitude of zero tolerance of corruption. At the domestic level China is carrying out the campaign 
of “Hunting Tigers and Flies” and at the global level it is carrying out the great pursuit of bribes 
and absconded criminals overseas. The efforts and effectiveness of the anti-corruption drive are 
unprecedented. However, we should also clearly see that passive corruption in some areas is cur- 
rently still prone to occur, and some corrupt officials still take their own course and have even 
intensified their efforts following the 18th National Congress of the CPC, so the situation we 
face is still complicated and serious. More efforts to punish corruption and more scientific and 
effective means of prevention and control of corruption must be undertaken. 

Seventh, we must promote the peaceful reunification of the country. To complete the great 
cause of the motherland’s reunification is in the fundamental interests of the Chinese nation. 
To solve the problem of Taiwan and realize the unification of the motherland are important con- 
tents of the Chinese Dream. There can be no real sense of Chinese national revival without 
national unity. The “Chinese Dream” cannot be realized without Taiwan. In realizing the 
Chinese Dream, Taiwan cannot be absent. Xi Jinping also clearly pointed out, 


* On December 4, 2012, General Secretary Xi Jinping took the chair of the Political Bureau of the CPC 
Central Committee meeting and reviewed and passed the “Eight Rules” of the Political Bureau of the 
CPC Central Committee on improving work style and close ties with the masses, including the eight 
aspects of improving investigation and research, reducing conference activities, streamlining briefing docu- 
ments, regularizing visit activities, improving police work, improving news reports, strictly controlling the 
publication of draft documents, and practicing frugality (see People’s Daily 2012, 1). 

On June 18, 2013, the CPC held a mass line educational practice activities conference in Beijing. At the 
meeting Xi Jinping stressed that the main task of education practice activities was work style, focusing on 
solving the “Four Winds” of formalism, bureaucracy, hedonism and extravagance (see Peoples Daily 
2013a, 1). 


Downloaded by [Universite Laval] at 18:49 18 October 2015 


270 Deng C. and Chen Z. 


The Chinese Dream is the common dream of both sides, which needs us to come together to realize it. 
Compatriots on both sides should support each other and participate in the process of national reju- 
venation, regardless of party, class, religion or region, so that our common Chinese Dream can 
come true soon. (see CPCCC Party Literature Research Office 2014, 777) 


Since 2008, the two sides have jointly chosen the road of peaceful development of their relation- 
ship, and the relationship has gradually stepped into a new stage of large-scale exchanges, 
cooperation and development. But the real unification of the two sides in the foreseeable future 
is still quite difficult. 

Eighth, we must create a peaceful international environment. With China’s rise, there has been 
a succession of China threat theories in the West. The Chinese model and Chinese experience 
have attracted great attention, while Western superiority has been hard hit by the world economic 
crisis from 2007 on. However, while the Chinese leaders have put forward the grand strategy of a 
“Harmonious World,” and have repeatedly stated that the Chinese Dream is a dream of peace, 
development, cooperation and win-win, to create a really peaceful space for development is 
not easy. China’s world dream awaits recognition and testing by the world. 

A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. No dream can come true overnight. 

Faced with unprecedented difficulties and challenges, we need to redouble our efforts. 


CZ: How do you think we should accelerate the realization of the Chinese Dream? Faced with 
these difficulties and challenges, what new strategic plan does the new CPC Central Committee 
have? 

DC: Since the 18th Party Congress, the new CPC Central Committee has put forward a succes- 
sion of ideas to accelerate the realization of the Chinese Dream. This is generally called the “Four 
Comprehensives”’ strategic blueprint. In particular, it refers to “comprehensively building a mod- 
erately prosperous society,” “comprehensively deepening reform,” “comprehensively implement- 
ing the rule of law” and “comprehensively strengthening party discipline.” 

This provides a basis and phased target for realizing the Chinese Dream of comprehensively 
building a moderately prosperous society. The Chinese Dream would be delayed if these tasks and 
targets could not be carried out as scheduled in the process of comprehensively building a mod- 
erately prosperous society. Thus, this is a prerequisite and foundation for realizing the final goal: 
the Chinese Dream. 

The drive behind realizing the Chinese Dream is comprehensively deepening reform, which 
was the great task proposed at the Third Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Central Committee. X1 
Jinping profoundly pointed out that in order to achieve the grand blueprint of comprehensively 
building a moderately prosperous society, accelerating socialist modernization and realizing the 
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation as set out by the 18th Party Congress, it is highly necess- 
ary to comprehensively deepen reform (see People’s Daily 2013b, 1). In order to adhere to and 
develop socialism with Chinese characteristics, constantly promote the self-improvement 
and development of the socialist system with Chinese characteristics, further emancipate and 
develop society’s productive forces, and continue to stimulate the creativity of the whole 
society, it is highly necessary to comprehensively deepen reform. In order to solve the series 
of striking development contradictions and problems that China is facing, to realize sustainable 
and healthy economic and social development, and to continue to improve the public’s living 
standards, it is highly necessary to comprehensively deepen reform. Reform and opening up is 
the essential source for revitalizing modern China’s development and progress, the magic key 
for the party and people to stride ahead to catch up with the times, and the only way to 
develop the socialist system with Chinese characteristics. Reform and opening up is not only a 
crucial move to define modern China’s destiny, but also a crucial move to realize China’s 
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“Two-Century” goals* and the Chinese Dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 
Problems produce reforms via reverse transmission, and the reforms are deepened in the 
process of solving the problems. There is no choice but to deepen reform if we are to solve 
various tough problems, to resolve risks and challenges from all sides, to fully exploit the advan- 
tages of the socialist system with Chinese characteristics, and to advance sustainable and healthy 
economic and social development as society develops. At present, China’s reform has entered a 
deeper stage at which we should dare to tackle difficulties and venture along dangerous paths, and 
dare to break through the barriers thrown up by intellectual differences and vested interests on the 
way to reform. The CPC continuously pushes reform forward so as to give the party and the 
people a better future, not to garner the “applause” of some people. Western theories and ideas 
cannot be applied mechanically to China. Our reform and opening up, which are not like slipping 
on a watermelon rind and landing wherever it takes you, involve direction, stance and principles. 
The Third Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Central Committee clearly states that the overall 
objective of reform and opening up is to improve and develop the socialist system with 
Chinese characteristics and modernize national governance systems and governance capacity 
(see CPCCC Party Literature Research Office 2014, 512). The reforms advance along the path 
of the socialist system with Chinese characteristics, choosing neither the old, rigid ways nor 
the way of flying a new flag. The comprehensive deepening of reform that China proposes 
must promote social equity and justice, and its starting point and goal must be improving 
people’s well-being and making more and more of the fruits of reform benefit all the people 
equally. If it cannot bring tangible benefits to the people or create a more equal social environ- 
ment, or even leads to a more unfair one, reform will be meaningless, and will not be sustainable. 

Realizing the Chinese Dream is supported by comprehensively implementing the rule of law. 
This is a major strategic plan of the Fourth Plenary Session of the 18th Party Congress. Xi Jinping 
clearly stated, 


If we want to achieve the series of strategic plans made by the 18th Party Congress and the third 
Plenary Session of the 18th Party Congress, build a moderately prosperous society and realize the 
Chinese Dream of great reyuvenation, comprehensively deepen reform, and improve and develop 
the socialist system with Chinese characteristics, it is necessary to have an overall plan, take effective 
measures, and take firm steps. (see Peoples Daily 2014a, 1) 


Building a moderately prosperous society has entered a decisive phase, and reform is in a crucial 
phase and at a deeper stage. Our party is facing its hardest tasks in reform, development and stab- 
ility and the greatest amount of contradictions, risks and challenges. This demands that imple- 
menting the rule of law plays a more prominent and more significant role in the party’s and 
the country’s overall affairs. Comprehensively implementing the rule of law is an essential 
requirement and an important guarantee of adhering to socialism with Chinese characteristics, 
and is imperative for the realization of modernizing national governance systems and governance 
capacity. From the perspective of its great practical significance and far-reaching historical signifi- 
cance, it offers support for realizing the Chinese Dream. In the sense of its great practical signifi- 
cance, comprehensively implementing the rule of law is a legal guarantee for comprehensively 
deepening reform. 


* The first “Century” goal refers to the fact that the goal of comprehensively building a moderately prosper- 
ous society must be achieved by the CPC’s 100th anniversary. The second “Century” goal refers to the fact 
that a prosperous, democratic, civilized and harmonious modern socialist country will be built by the 100th 
anniversary of the People’s Republic of China. 
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Strengthening party discipline is the key to realizing the Chinese Dream, as emphasized by Xi 
Jinping at the summary conference about the party’s mass line educational practice. Under the 
new historical conditions, the party faces “Four Major Risks”? and “Four Major Tests,” which 
makes comprehensively strengthening party discipline more urgent. On October 8, 2014, at the 
summary conference, X1 Jinping put forward the following requirements on eight aspects of 
the party’s development in the future: implement strengthening party discipline, adhere to ideo- 
logical construction and institutional management, strictly manage intra-party political life, 
adhere to strict management of cadres, maintain an in-depth style of constant improvement, 
strictly enforce party discipline, make full use of the people’s supervision and thoroughly 
grasp the laws of strengthening party discipline. Party management is the premise of the country’s 
management. In party management, strictness is a must. Only managing the party comprehen- 
sively and strictly can make it strong and powerful. Only thus will the people support the 
party, and only thus will the Party remain the firm core of leadership, leading all ethnic groups 
to achieve the “Two-Century” goals and the Chinese Dream of the great rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation (for details see Peoples Daily 2014b, 1). Therefore, comprehensively strengthen- 
ing party discipline offers a political and organizational guarantee for comprehensively building a 
moderately prosperous society, comprehensively deepening reform and comprehensively imple- 
menting the rule of law. It is the key to achieving the Chinese Dream. 

Overall, the “Four Comprehensives” shows that the CPC Central Committee with Xi Jinping 
as its general secretary has new strategic thinking, new strategic requirements, and a new strategic 
plan for managing the country in the new situation. It not only shows the key aspect, the key area 
and a clear direction for the party’s and the country’s affairs currently and in the future, and has a 
more rigorous internal logic, but also enriches and develops the theoretical system of socialism 
with Chinese characteristics. It has become the general strategy of the great new project of pro- 
moting the great cause of socialism with Chinese characteristics and the party’s construction. It 
provides strategic guidance for achieving the Chinese Dream of great rejuvenation. 


CZ: Things come in pairs. Obama put forward the American Dream last month just when Xi 
Jinping, the General Secretary of the CPC, put forward the Chinese Dream. What are the official 
explanations and the public s expectations of the American Dream? What are its similarities and 
differences compared with the Chinese Dream? 
DC: On November 6, 2012, Obama’s election as American president was confirmed. He gave an 
ebullient victory speech at his Chicago campaign headquarters, the title of which was “To the 
Eternal American Dream.” He said in his speech: “The belief that while each of us will pursue 
our own individual dreams, we are an American family, and we rise or fall together as one 
nation and as one people” (see Obama 2012). “Pursuing our own individual dreams” can be 
taken as the official explanation of the American Dream. At this historic moment, Obama repeated 
“American Dream” on the one hand to use his personal experience to interpret the American 
Dream, and on the other hand to boost the United States, bogged down as it was by the War in 
Iraq and damaged by the financial crisis, to revitalize the founding spirit of the American 
people, and to face domestic and international difficulties together. 

The American Dream can be explored on two levels. One, the narrow sense, 1s the life version, 
which is a belief American society has built for a long time. That is, as long as someone observes 


> This refers to the risk of mental slackness; the risk of lack of capacity; the risk of isolation from the masses; 
and the risk of passive corruption. 

ê This refers to the test of administration; the test of opening up and reform; the test of the market economy; 
and the test of the external environment. 
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the rules and works hard, regardless of origins or background, he will finally succeed. The other, 
the broad sense, is the political version, stressing the US political arrangements, that is, Ameri- 
cans’ much vaunted freedom, democracy and human rights as the best system for achieving per- 
sonal happiness. In 1931, James Tel Slobodan Adams’s The Epic of America (1934) put forward 
for the first time the “American Dream,” after which it became a household saying in America. He 
wrote, the American Dream 1s: 


... that dream of a land in which life should be better and richer and fuller for every man, with oppor- 
tunity for each according to his ability or achievement. It is a difficult dream for the European upper 
classes to interpret adequately, and too many of us ourselves have grown weary and mistrustful of it. It 
is not a dream of motor cars and high wages merely, but a dream of social order in which each man and 
each woman shall be able to attain to the fullest stature of which they are innately capable, and be 
recognized by others for what they are, regardless of the fortuitous circumstances of birth or position. 
(Adams 1934, 404) 


The American Dream is far more than a material category. It encourages individuals to fully 
exploit their talents and to achieve self-fulfillment. On the other hand, Adams also said it was 
“a dream of social order.” The life version of the American Dream has attracted men and 
women from all over the world to come to the United States to realize their dreams, while the 
political version refers to the “universal values” the United States hypes and hawks everywhere. 
In terms of the relationship between the American Dream and the Chinese Dream, there are simi- 
larities and differences. 

The Chinese Dream and the American Dream are similar. On June 7, 2013, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, after a talk with President Obama at a California estate, clearly said in a subsequent 
meeting with reporters: “The Chinese Dream of achieving national prosperity, national reyuvena- 
tion and the people’s happiness is a dream of peace, development, cooperation, and win-win, 
which is similar to the dreams of people in other countries including America” (see CPCCC 
Party Literature Research Office 2014, 305). On the one hand, when it comes to their personal 
lives, the majority of Chinese people also believe that through their honest labors, their lives 
will be better. Since reform and opening up 30 years ago, hundreds of millions of Chinese 
have achieved their dream through their own efforts. Xi repeatedly pointed out that “The 
people’s yearning for a better life is our goal” (70), and, 


The Chinese Dream is the whole nation’s dream, but also the dream of every Chinese. . . . Chinese 
people living in our great motherland and in this great era share the opportunity to enjoy a colorful 
life, realize their dreams, and grow and progress together with the motherland and with the era. 
(see CPCCC Party Literature Research Office 2014, 235) 


On the other hand, when it comes to the whole nation, the Chinese Dream and the American 
Dream also have something in common. When meeting President Xi Jinping, President Obama 
also clearly pointed out, 


China’s continued peaceful development is consistent with US interests. If China is successful, the 
world economy will develop. China’s becoming an equal partner of the United States can make the 
two sides work together to address many global challenges. US-Chinese cooperation instead of con- 
frontation is more likely to achieve the objectives of their respective security and prosperity. (see Xin- 
huanet 2013; translated from Chinese) 


Chinese and Americans are both great, irreplaceable nations. They both have strong and proud 
national sentiments. They both have everlasting feelings for family and country in the depths 
of their hearts. And they are both willing to create an impossible miracle and forge a great country. 
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However, there are many differences between the Chinese Dream and the American Dream. First, 
their connotations are different. Unlike the American Dream, which highlights personal struggles 
and successes, the Chinese Dream places the emphasis on the unity of national prosperity, 
national rejuvenation and the people’s happiness and on a close linkage between the fate of indi- 
viduals and that of the nation. Second, their values are different. The American Dream emphasizes 
personal fulfillment, advocating being individual-oriented and putting freedom first. The Chinese 
Dream emphasizes collectivism and core socialist values, advocating being family-oriented and 
putting responsibility first. Third, their ways of achieving their dreams are different. The Amer- 
ican Dream is a world dream achieved by foreign expansion and hegemony. American history is a 
history full of foreign expansion, looting and even aggression. The Chinese Dream is realized by a 
peaceful rise achieved by the concerted efforts of the whole party and the people. Xi Jinping 
clearly stated, 


To achieve the Chinese Dream, we must adhere to peaceful development. We will unswervingly 
follow the path of peaceful development and unswervingly pursue a win-win opening up strategy. 
China not only concentrates on her own development, but also takes responsibility for and contributes 
to the world, which not only benefits the Chinese people, but also benefits the rest of the world. Rea- 
lizing the Chinese Dream will bring the world peace, not war. Realizing the Chinese Dream will bring 
the world an opportunity, not a threat. (see People’s Daily 2013c, 1) 


Fourth, their prospects are different. The Chinese Dream has opened up a bright future for explor- 
ing the diversified development of human civilization. The American Dream now is facing trou- 
bles and challenges. On June 26, 2012, Joseph Stiglitz, the winner of the 2001 Nobel Prize in 
Economics, wrote on the website of Britain’s Financial Times, 


US inequality is at its highest point for nearly a century. Those at the top ... are enjoying a larger share 
of the national pie; the number below the poverty level is growing. The gap between those with the’ 
median income and those at the top is growing, too. (Stigliz 2012) 


He goes on to say that today, the number of the Americans with the median income is less than 15 
years ago, and the number of full-time male workers with the median income has even fallen 
below the level of 40 years ago. The American political system defines the rules that benefit 
the rich at the expense of the interests of other groups. Financial regulations smooth predatory 
lending and the abusive credit card business, which makes money flow from the bottom to the 
top. “The US worked hard to create the American dream of opportunity. But today, that dream 
is a myth” (Stigliz 2012). The neo-liberalism advocated by the United States has not brought 
social welfare but reinforced predatory capital. The neo-liberal system is a predatory system. 
Strengthening the forces of the ruling class deters growth to different degrees, whether at 
home or in border regions (see Saad-Filo and Johnston 2006, 22). The 2010 US Supreme 
Court decision not to put an upper limit on campaign donations from companies and groups illus- 
trates the fact that capitalism is the dominant power in America. Many Americans have exclaimed 
that this seems to confirm the Chinese people’s criticisms of American democracy, namely that it 
is arich man’s game. The democracy that the United States has been advocating is now fettered by 
various highly organized and mobilized interest groups. Today, the “separation of powers” the US 
is so proud of has almost become a synonym for government incompetence and even political 
paralysis. The implementation of Obama’s healthcare reform seems difficult and even the 
White House has frequently been closed. At present, the American Dream is not realistic for 
Americans, which is essentially a financial oligarchy’s dream instead of a real people’s dream. 
The American world dream challenges world peace. It is essentially trying to pursue economic, 
political and military hegemony in the name of protecting freedom, democracy and human rights. 
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CZ: What global problems could impede the world dream? 

DC: The Chinese Dream is a dream of peace, development, cooperation and win-win. China’s 
world dream is to achieve a durable world peace and common prosperity. China is a socialist 
country and has repeatedly promised the international community that China will unswervingly 
develop peacefully, never seeking hegemony or expanding. Since ancient times, the Chinese 
people have advocated harmony but not uniformity. We hope for equal exchange, mutual learning 
and mutual progress. We hope that the people of the world will be able to share the fruits of econ- 
omic and technological development, the will of the people all over the world can be respected, and 
countries can work together to build a world of durable peace and common prosperity. At present, 
the world is in a historical period of great changes and major adjustments in which many global 
problems are emerging. The unfair and irrational international political and economic order has 
not fundamentally changed. Uncertainties affecting peace and development are on the rise. Tra- 
ditional and non-traditional security threats are intertwined, and terrorist threats are increasing. 
Hegemonism and power politics have new manifestations. Local conflicts due to ethnic or religious 
contradictions and border or territorial disputes come and go. The North-South gap is further 
widening. The world is far from being peaceful and mankind is faced with many challenges. To 
promote building a world of durable peace and common prosperity, the most important thing is 
to oppose fundamentalism, the theory of universal values, and hegemonism. 

First, we must insist on the diversity of civilizations and development paths. There is no uni- 
versal model of development in the world. In order to achieve the world dream of durable peace 
and common prosperity, all sides should respect the diversity of civilizations and development 
models and oppose the fundamentalism and egoism of universal values, reject the so-called 
“clash of civilizations” theory, actively maintain the diversity of civilizations, promote a dialogue 
among civilizations and learn from each other rather than excluding each other to make the world 
richer and more colorful. 

Second, we must oppose the Cold War mentality and hegemonism, and construct a new inter- 
national political and economic order. At any time, hegemony is a major threat to maintaining 
world peace. The rapid development of the whole world has made it a global village where all 
countries in the world develop together to build closer relationships. The international community 
should establish a new international relationship centered on cooperation and win-win. The inter- 
national community should advocate comprehensive security, joint security and cooperative 
security; should adhere to peaceful development, cooperation and win-win; and should support 
mutual respect among nations and peoples. We should unswervingly uphold the principle that 
all countries, whether big or small, strong or weak, and rich or poor, have equal rights. We 
should uphold fairness and justice and oppose the bullying of the weak by the strong and oppres- 
sion of the poor by the rich. We should respect the rights of the people of all countries to inde- 
pendently choose their path of development, oppose interference in others’ domestic affairs, 
maintain international justice and fairness, promote the democratization of international relations 
based on sovereign equality, and actively build a new, fairer and more rational international pol- 
itical and economic order. Nations and people should together enjoy the fruits of development. 
While pursuing its own development, each country should actively promote joint development 
with other countries. The world’s long-term development cannot be based on the fact that one 
group of countries is getting richer while another suffers from long-term poverty and backward- 
ness. The whole world will develop better if all countries develop together. Behavior involving 
beggar-thy-neighbor, passing the crisis on to others, and benefiting oneself at the expense of 
others is neither moral nor sustainable. 

In short, world peace, national development, social progress and economic prosperity, and a 
better life are the shared requirements of people all over the world. Promoting the building of a 
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harmonious world of durable peace and common prosperity is the common demand of people all 
over the world. 
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